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Howells’ Antique Watches in Basel was the � rst station of 
Auctioneers Dr. Crott’s series of international previews of 
the anniversary auction (91st auction) on May 15 and 16, 
2015 at the Sheraton Frankfurt Airport Hotel & Conference 
Center. Coinciding with the Baselworld Watch and Jewel-
lery Show, Auctioneers Dr. Crott introduced an impressive 
selection of the most valuable and rarest historical time-
pieces - truly The Art of Precision Timekeeping.

The Art of Precision Timekeeping

The cabinets showed unique masterpieces of museum 
quality by Mudge, Breguet, Cummins, Ditisheim, James-
C. Pellaton, Potter & Co., Emery, Dent, Patek Philippe and 
Gerard Perregaux. The visitors were also able to admire the 

outstanding timekeep-
ers created by the 
master watchmakers of 
Glashütte who worked 
with Gutkaes, Was-
sermann, Oestreich, 
Stübner, A. Lange & 
Söhne and an impor-

tant precision pocket watch by Johann Heinrich Seyffert of 
Dresden. Another part of the exhibition focussed on very 
� nely decorated Baroque clocks, travel clocks and enamel 
clocks by eminent makers; some of them fascinated the 
viewers with repeating mechanisms or Jacquemarts. 

A true highlight was a wonderful ornamental musical box 
with a unique automaton that is attributed to Jaquet-Droz 
- the workmanship and the condition of this piece are un-
paralleled.

The next previews of the anniversary auction are Hong 
Kong (11.-13.) and New York (24.-25.) in April; on May 10 
this outstanding collection of timepieces will be on show at 
the Stiftung Deutsches Uhrmachermuseum in Glashütte.
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